
1 

Newsletter of  

Powder Creek Shooting Park 

8601 Monticello Road 

Lenexa, KS 66227       

Website: www.powdercreek.com 

Issue 24  Spring 2009 

Thomas Jefferson said, "No free man shall 
ever be debarred the use of arms."  But, could 
he have foreseen people using guns in mass 
shootings, like Virginia Tech? 

In the United States handguns are used in 
two-thirds of the robberies and in half the 
15,000 murders each year.  Why aren’t we 
passing gun control laws to prevent these 
tragedies?   The stumbling block is the Second 
Amendment of the Bill of Rights of the United 
States Constitution which states, "A well regu-
lated Militia, being necessary to the security of 
a free State, the right of the people to keep and 
bear Arms shall not be infringed."   

And, in 2008 the United States Supreme 
Court affirmed this Second Amendment right 
to own guns, ruling unconstitutional the 31 
year old handgun ban in Washington, D.C.  
Further, they dissected the wording of the Sec-
ond Amendment, showing that the "people" 
themselves have the constitutional right to gun 
ownership.        

People favoring gun control still believe the 
Second Amendment guarantees gun owner-

ship only to members of militias, which they 
liken to our National Guard.  But, when the 
Founding Fathers referred to militias they 
could not have meant a government army like 
the National Guard.  They had just gone 
through the American Revolution and govern-
ment armies were the enemy.  Isn't it clear they 
were referring to private citizens owning guns 
so, if needed, they could band together into a 
militia to forcefully oppose the government 
army?  

What were the intentions of the authors of 
the Bill of Rights concerning private citizens 
owning guns?  Further, why might they have 
actually wanted private citizens to own guns?   

To a great degree, their beliefs were 
molded by their lives in the countries from 
which they emigrated.  American scholar and 
political writer, Noah Webster, summarized  
the fears of our Founding Fathers saying, 
"Before a standing army can rule, the people 
must be disarmed; as they are in almost every 
kingdom of Europe."    

The Founding Fathers saw firsthand the 

"A free people. . .ought to be armed" 
                                by Craig L. Bosley, MD 
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results of gov-
ernments re-
moving guns 
from the peo-
ple.  And they 
brought this 
fear with them, 
wanting citi-
zens to own 
guns to prevent 
what happened 
in Europe from 

happening here.   
Further, while creating our new govern-

ment, they feared the very government they 
were creating.  Wouldn't it be reasonable to 
expect them to incorporate these fears into 
the text of the Bill of Rights?  Wouldn't it 
also be reasonable to assume these fears of 
government and its power obviate any possi-
bility that the Founding Fathers considered 
gun ownership a privilege rather than a right?  
Further proof of their intent can be gleaned 
from statements they made outside the Bill 
of Rights.   

Richard Henry Lee, initiator of the Decla-
ration of Independence and a member of the 
first Senate that passed the Bill of Rights 
said, "To preserve liberty, it is essential that 
the whole body of people always possess 
arms. . ."   

Samuel Adams added, "The Constitution 
shall never be construed to authorize Con-
gress. . .to prevent the people of The United 
States who are peaceable citizens from keep-
ing their own arms. . ."  

James Madison wrote in the Federalist 
Paper 46, ". . .of being armed, which the 
Americans possess over the people of almost 
every other nation. . ."   

George Washington summarized, 
"Firearms are second only to the Constitu-
tion in importance; they are the people’s lib-
erty’s teeth;" adding, "A free people ought. . 

.to be armed."   
Beyond their statements, we should also look 

at how far the Founding Fathers were willing to 
go if the British government tried to confiscate 
their guns.  How strongly did they really feel 
about the need for private citizens to own guns?  
A quote from the Lexicon Universal Encyclope-
dia:  "When a column (of British army regulars) 
under Lt. Col. Francis Smith moved into the 
countryside to collect arms and munitions gath-
ered by the patriot militia, hostilities erupted at 
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 1775." 

Our Founding Fathers were willing to fight 
and die rather than give up their guns, as they 
had in Europe.  Equally important, it is evident 
they did not view the militia as a government 
army, a National Guard.  Instead, they viewed a 
militia as private citizens banding together to 
fight the government’s army. 

Maybe those who say, “"I’ll give up my gun - 
when they pry it from my cold, dead hands," un-
derstood exactly what the Founding Fathers 
meant. 

Yes, "A free people ought. . .to be armed." 
 
 
Dr. Craig Bosley is an emergency physician 

at Portneuf Medical Center, Pocatello, Idaho.  
He was raised in the cornfields of Nebraska, 
hunting pheasants with his father.  He writes a 
weekly editorial column for the Idaho State 
Journal in Pocatello; his role, the "token 
conservative."  He is the recipient of a first place 
Associated Press award for editorial writing.  His 
soon to be released first book, The truth as I see 
it - Idaho Common Sense, is a series of  his col-
umns discussing today's 
sociopolitical issues.  If 
you would like to contact 
him directly, you can 
e m a i l  h i m  a t 
craig@craigbosley.com. 
© copyright, Craig 
Bosley, 2009  
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2009 Trap in  
Review 

                                Phil Gehrt 

2009 KTA Eastern Zone Trap Shoot 
 
Powder Creek hosted the annual KTA Eastern Zone Trap Shoot 
this year for the first time since 2005.  The event was held the 
weekend of 6 and 7 June.  Despite windy conditions, some im-
pressive scores were posted.  Nearly 80 shooters participated in 
the singles event on Saturday, with 41 shooters for the handicap 
event and 33 doubles shooters on Sunday. 
 
Don Budd of KCK won the handicap with a 97 from the 27 yard 
line, and won HOA with a score of 383 out of 400.  Pat Farring-
ton and Budd tied for top score in the singles event with 196 out 
of 200.  Ron Beach won the doubles event with a 95 after a 
shoot-off with Farrington, James Cox, and Ed Alft. 
 
Powder Creek AIM/SCTP youth team members Tiffany Chap-
pell, Noah Goza, and Seth Hartman all took home trophies.  
Tiffany was “High Lady” in the singles event, Noah won Junior 
classification in both the singles event and in the doubles event, 
and Seth won Junior classification in the handicap event. 
 
Other notables from Powder Creek “regulars,” Phil Gehrt ran 
100 straight in the 2nd 100 of the singles event, Ed Alft tied for 
the top score of 95 in the doubles event, and Tim Bruggeman 
tied with Doug Philpot for In-Zone “B” Class in the singles with 
a 191.  
 
 
 
 

iClays.com 
 
Sporting Clays 
shooters, did you 
know that all Pow-
der Creek sporting 
clays event results 
are loaded onto 
http://
www.iclays.com?  
This website lists the 
results of the NSCA events held at Powder Creek, and usu-
ally, the event results are posted that same day.  Have a look!  
There are some pretty neat features on the site that allow you 
to see how your scores at each station fared against your 
competitors. 
 
See the link to iClays.com from the Powder Creek website, 
“Sporting Clays Event calendar.” 
 
Archery Makes its Debut at Powder Creek 
 
Have you seen the moose in the corner of the clubhouse? 
 
With the purchase of over 40 full size 3-D targets and several 
standard targets, Powder Creek has opened up a new venue.  
Archery!  The standard practice targets have been placed 
south of the clubhouse in the greenway by the fishing pond.  
The targets are placed at 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 yards and are 
open for use by club members, during normal hours. 
 
3-D archery competitions have begun with the inaugural 
event in May where 53 archers participated.  The 3-D course 
is located on the back side of the sporting clays course. 
 
See the club website for more information on archery at the 
club (http://www.powdercreek.com/wb/media/Flyers/
NewArchery.pdf) and tournament schedules.  
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Sporting Clays Aerial Lift  
and League 

Perhaps you’ve noticed as you enter the club grounds a big piece 
of industrial equipment near Sporting Clays Station 1 that the 
construction industry calls a “man-lift.”  A few industrious and 
innovative members of our sporting clays community have ac-
quired this piece of equipment from a local company for the 
purpose of elevating a couple of sporting clays course target 
throwers, so we can increase the variety and diversity of targets 
on our sporting clays course.  The lift was no longer suitable for 
construction use, but it is perfect for hoisting target machines to 
a higher elevation for use on the course.  It is mobile, which will 
allow Kevin great flexibility to use it at nearly any of the sta-
tions on the course. 
 
We’ve implemented a donation fund to help defray the cost of 
the lift, and we’re asking everyone who uses the sporting clays 
course to chip in.  Please see Kevin or Melissa at the front desk 
to help out.  We appreciate it. 
 
Trap League 
 
The spring trap league has finished up, and the summer league is 
in full swing.  Twenty-four teams participated in the spring 
league, with Gary Joslin’s team finishing first with a score of 
1711 targets. 
 
As of right now, 24 teams are signed up for the summer league. 
 
It’s not too early to get signed up for the fall league!  See the 
club website or the front desk for more information. 
 
Gazebo Improvements 
 
Have you seen the new roof on the gazebo?  This is the start of 
some upcoming modifications to the gazebo, such as repainting, 
replacing weathered benches, and routing power for lights.  
 

 

 

AIM/SCTP Youth Trap Shooting Team 
 
This year’s AIM (formerly SCTP) youth trap shooting team was 
led by Kevin, Al and Phil Gehrt, Bruce Payne, Jack Thomas, and 
a host of other volunteer coaches. 
 
The team practiced on Saturday mornings, and pretty regularly, a 
group of 15 to 20 kids participated. 
 
Three competitive teams were assembled and went to the Kansas 
State shoot.  Powder Creek teams finished 2nd, 3rd, and 4th at 
State.  Approximately 12 of the team members are planning to 
attend the ATA American Grand in Sparta, IL. 
 

Link:  http://www.shootata.com/aim/pdfs/

Kansas_AIM_State_Shoot_Results.pdf 

 
KDWP Wingshooting Clinic 
 
This summer, concurrent with the summer trap league, the Kan-
sas Department of Wildlife and Parks is holding an Advanced 
Hunter Education Class.  The class is held from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. on Thursday evenings, over by Skeet Field 3.  The class is 
an introduction to wingshooting for the purposes of improving 
success in the hunting fields.  A hunter education certificate is 
required to attend.  Attendance at all classes is not mandatory, but 
is recommended.  For more information, see the link below to the 
KDWP website, or contact Butch Moberly at 913-268-8937. 
 
http://www.kdwp.state.ks.us/news/Other-Services/Education/
Hunter/Advanced-Hunter-Education-Classes/Lenexa/(nodeid) 
 

Kansas State Shoot Results are on shootata.com  

 

Link:  http://www.shootata.com/aim/pdfs/

Kansas_AIM_State_Shoot_Results.pdf 

 
 
Powder Creek Club Champion Shoot 
 
So who’s the “best” clay target shooter at Powder Creek?  Not 
the best trap shooter.  Not the best skeet shooter.  Not the best 
sporting clays shooter, but the best all-around shooter.  Who can 
put it all together and shoot all three disciplines well, and out-
score the rest?  Think it might be you?  Well here’s your chance 
to find out.  The details of the competition are still being worked 
out, but on November 8th, we’ll shoot it out and see.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clinics, Teams  
and Other Improvements 
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The local chapter of Quail Unlimited has entered into a partner-
ship with Powder Creek for an Urban Quail Habitat Demonstra-
tion Project, which will consist of grooming areas of the club 
with quail habitat-friendly plants, such as forbs, legumes, and 
wildlife-friendly native grasses, as well as actually introducing 
quail to the grounds. 
 
As part of the agreement, a new clay target shooting venue will 
be added to the club called “Argentina Clays.” 
 
According to the inventors, ARGENTINA™ is a new, original, 
instinctive clay target game for intermediate and advanced 
shooters requiring speed, focus and stamina. 
 
See the link (http://www.goldenwestind.com/
argentinaclays.htm) 
 
The Argentina course is planned to be placed near where sport-
ing clays station 1 is now, which will require some adjustment 
to the existing sporting clays course. 
 
Look for more in the fall! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NSCA Sporting Clays: 
 

June 28 – NSCA Registered Sporting 
Clays Shoot 

July 12 – NSCA Registered Sporting 
Clays Shoot 

August 30 – NSCA Registered Sporting 
Clays Shoot 

September 27 – NSCA Registered Sport-
ing Clays Shoot 

October 24/25 – NSCA Fall Classic 
Sporting Clays Shoot 

 
ATA Trap 
 

July 26 – ATA Registered Trap Shoot 
August 23 – ATA Registered Trap Shoot 

 
Special Events 
 

August 2 – Member Fun Shoot 
September 6 – Outdoorsmen’s Open 

(Look for more info on this event as 

time draws near.  This is going to be 

a fun event!) 
October 4 – Member Appreciation Event/

Fun Shoot 
November 8 – Powder Creek Club Cham-

pion Shoot 
December 6 – Member Fun Shoot and 

Christmas Party 

June And October Members-Only Appreciation Event 

Quail Unlimited Partners  
with Powder Creek! 

In mid-June, we held the first of a twice-yearly Member Appreciation Event.  The event was well received, as approximately 85 
members came out to shoot 50 sporting clays targets, 75 skeet targets, and 75 trap targets, ALL FREE!  Following the event, mem-
bers were treated to grilled hot dogs and brats, all compliments of the club. 
 
We appreciate what you do for the club, and we want to show that appreciation to you, the Powder Creek Members.  Without you, 
there would be no Powder Creek. 
 
We kept score, too.  Bob Lahr had the top score in Trap.  John Francis won’t admit he’s a skeet shooter, but he had the highest score 
of the day in Skeet.  Tim Bruggeman insists he’s not a sporting clays shooter, but he had the highest score of the day on the Sporting 
Clays course. 
 
The next Member Appreciation Event is scheduled for October 4th. Put it on your calendar, and come on out for free targets and 
food! 

Upcoming Events 
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POWDER CREEK SHOOTING PARK 
 

A GREAT PLACE TO SHOOT ..... 


